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Sarazen Links
By Gordon Martin & Steve Avery

If you can believe it, I started this APCD work in 1999!

I work as a surveyor in Fife, Scotland and at the time, was lucky enough to cover the area of North East Fife including St Andrews itself.

My work allows me to get plans of almost any property in Fife, and having designed 2 courses in the APCD previously, I decided I would have a look in all our golf course files at the office and do a recreation of a real course.

Then, along came the St Andrews Bay development – a new hotel, spa and 2 golf courses built just to the south of St Andrews itself and North of Kingsbarns (another fantastic golf course in its own right).

The details came into the office, and the course plans were about the clearest I had seen.

The Sarazen Course was to be built first, followed by the Devlin.

It was too good an opportunity to miss so I took Gene Sarazen’s plans, scanned them into a group of images of each hole and loaded them to scale into the APCD.

Doing the layout was a snap as all the fairways, bunkers, greens etc were there to follow. Even the drystane dykes (walls) were there to be placed into the APCD.

It follows then, that although I inserted the course into the APCD I am in no way responsible for the design! I have to thank the late great Gene Sarazen for that.

Although not true ‘links’ land (the hotel and courses are set on a cliff top), the course was to be ‘links’ style.

At about this stage, with all holes, bunkers etc laid out and textures going into place, I called at the hotel to inspect the building (and a nice hotel it is too) and I had a word with the golf pro. I knew Gene Sarazen had sadly passed away, but I had no idea that Sam Torrance had been invited to take over the design and build of course 1 and had drawn up his own plans to replace Sarazens! The actual course being built bore no relation to my APCD recreation.

This at first was a blow, but I came to realise that because of the situation, the only way to actually play one of Gene Sarazen’s last designs would be in Links Golf via my APCD work.

Here is where history is a bit muddy for me – the course was coming along with some planting etc being done. However, between extending my house, being busy at work and other things, the design lay for an age with nothing being done. My neighbour who plays Links Golf all the time pointed out questions had been asked about it on the net so I was spurred to do some more. Again, though, it tailed off and nothing was done for a long time.

It was then (2003ish) I asked on Linkscorner if anyone wanted to take it over and finish it.

This is where Steve Avery came in.

He took the course, updated the textures, blended the seams and did some tremendous planting. I was still involved giving some local guidance, but Steve takes responsibility for really bringing the course to life.

Since the beginning of 2004, we’ve swapped the course back and forward a few times to refine it. I tend to wade in and do some more radical stuff – then send it to Steve who would ‘tidy’ everything up – his eye for detail is so much better than mine.

It’s true to say this course exemplifies how 2 designers can work together to produce something better than each may have done if left to themselves.

It is a surreal situation – we stay on opposite sides of the planet, have traded mails and ideas, but we know next to nothing about each other!

Anyway, back to the course –

What you have is a traditional links style course, following to within a metre or two the exact layout Gene Sarazen drew up. The St Andrews Bay Hotel dominates the centre of the course. St Andrews, and northeast Fife is the actual panorama used – you can just about make out the hangars at RAF Leuchars in the distance.

There are undulating fairways, subtle and not-so-subtle borrows on the greens, gorse bushes, dune grass and one of the most testing par 3’s I’ve played in Links (aptly it’s the 13th) and to cap it all, a wonderful cliff top finish.

To get the best from this course, set your sky to overcast, your wind speed high and your greens to fast – I hope you enjoy it!

To finish – a HUGE thank you to Steve Avery who took on what had become a dead duck and brought it to life. Without his input, Sarazen Links would never have been completed.

Gordon J. Martin – October 2004
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This image is taken from the St Andrews Bay Hotel website and shows the layout of the Torrance course together with clubhouse, Hotel, roads etc

N.B. Not to scale
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This image is the top view in the APCD of the Sarazen Course. You can see that although the hole layout differs from Torrance’s creation, everything else is replicated from roads, the hotel, coastline etc.







